UNOFFICIAL MINUTES OF WALHALLA CITY COUNCIL
MEETING MONDAY NOVEMBER 03, 2025
Mayor McDonald called the regular meeting of the Walhalla City Council to order at 7:00 P.M., Monday November 03, 2025, at City Hall. 

Council Present: Schill, Jackson, Carpenter, Kalis, Horgan, Dumas
Others Present: Christopher Trupe, Justin Dearinger, Jerry Gasparo, Duane Schurman, Kent Dalzell, Ross Blair,  Larry DuBois, Auditor Cook.
Motion by Horgan to approve the minutes of the October 6th rezoning hearing as read. Second by Jackson. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Motion by Schill to approve the minutes of the October 6th regular meeting as read. Second by Kalis. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.
The Walhalla Cemetery Board addressed the council on Ross Blair and Steve Melsted being appointed to the board as well as hiring Duane Schurman as contract labor for cemetery grounds keeping at $30.00/hr. The board stated they would like the city to retain financial control of the cemetery funds at this time with a recommendation of moving a portion of the cemetery funds into a CD. Motion by Carpenter to move $20,000.00 from the cemetery fund into the highest rate cd available. Second by Jackson. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.
Motion by Dumas to close the Harvest Fuel Fund and transfer the balance into the Economic Development Fund. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.
[bookmark: _Hlk210742929]Motion by Schill to approve the financial report. Second by Horgan. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 
Communications:  
Job Application: An employment application was received from Robert Dumas. There are currently no open positions available. 
Moore Engineering: Brandon Reber contacted the city requesting an update on any decisions regarding pursuing of a grant application. As well as notification that lagoon improvements will be added to the State Revolving Fund Application.
NDDEQ: The city landfill was inspected September 25th. The inspector did not find any deficiencies.
Tax Incentives: Melissa Beach & Angelle French met with the auditor to discuss the tax incentive process regarding Wentworth Ag USA. Discussion was held on granting Wentworth Ag USA tax incentives with a decision tabled until a special meeting is held. 
Committee Reports:
Municipal Services, Building Permits, Streets, and Alleys:  
[bookmark: _Hlk210742731][bookmark: _Hlk187218280]Discussion held on lagoon deficiencies in cell #2. More research will be done to determine if the lagoon was built to standard during initial construction.
Motion by Carpenter to adjust winter landfill hours to the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month only, with open hours remaining  9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on these days. Second by Dumas. Carpenter, yes; Kalis, yes; Schill, yes; Jackson, no; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes. Motion passed.


Police, Fire, and Traffic:  It was stated that city owned property issued to the terminated officer has been returned. Mr. Schill will check on the availability of hiring county deputies to patrol in Walhalla on their off hours at a rate of $40.00/hr. Police vehicle recall work was discussed. Mr. Jackson will be updating the POST board job listing to include a starting salary of $58,976.00/yr. 
Financial & Economic Development Corp:   Nothing. 

Board of Health, City Buildings, and Recreation: A breakdown of current bathhouse project expenses was reviewed. Legion roof repair labor estimate was received totaling $3,914.00. Motion by Carpenter to have the Legion roof repaired. Second by Jackson. Roll call: Carpenter, yes; Kalis, yes; Schill, yes; Jackson, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes. Motion passed.

[bookmark: _Hlk202953606]Motion by Kalis to approve all bills presented. Second by Schill. Roll call: Carpenter, yes; Kalis, yes; Schill, yes but abstaining from his bill; Jackson, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes. Motion passed.
Old Business: 
-Scooter Ordinance: Motion by Carpenter to approve the second reading of Ordinance 2025-03. Second by Schill. Roll call: Carpenter, yes; Kalis, no; Schill, yes; Jackson, yes; Horgan, no; Dumas, no. Roll call vote resulted in a 3-3 tie. Mayor McDonald broke the tie with a yes vote. Motion passed. 
Motion by Jackson to enact Ordinance 2025-03. Second by Schill. Roll call: Carpenter, yes; Kalis, no; Dumas, no; Jackson, no; Horgan, no; Schill, yes. Motion to enact Ordinance 2025-03 was defeated 4-2. 
-DOT Speed Sign: Discussion held on the application process to purchase and install signs. The decision was made to continue to pursue radar signs as well as obtaining a cost estimate. 
-Website Update: No estimate was available at this time. 
-Tree Expenses: No updates available at this time. 
-Legion Phone: The phone line at the Legion was left operational upon learning the ability to transfer a phone number to the building would be lost if the line was disconnected. 
New Business:  
Employee Certification Raises: Discussion held on raises associated with employees acquiring certifications.  Motion by Carpenter to approve a set certification raise policy equivalent to: CDL $150/month, Pesticide Applicator $0.75/hr., Water Distribution $1.00/hr., Wastewater Collection $0.75/hr., Wastewater Treatment $0.75/hr., Auditor Certification $1.00/hr. Second by Schill. Roll call: Carpenter, yes; Kalis, yes; Schill, yes; Jackson, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes. Motion passed.

Other Business: None

Motion by Jackson to adjourn. Second by Horgan. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned 8:56 P.M.
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