UNOFFICIAL MINUTES OF WALHALLA CITY COUNCIL
MEETING MONDAY MARCH 02, 2026
President Kalis called the regular meeting of the Walhalla City Council to order at 7:00 P.M., Monday March 02, 2026, at City Hall. 

Council Present: Jackson, Carpenter, Kalis, Horgan, Dumas
Absent: Mayor McDonald, Larry Schill
Others Present: Angelle French, Cheryl Trupe, Justin Dearinger, Austin Dearinger, Carol Castleberry, Tim Seay, Larry DuBois, Auditor Cook.
Motion by Horgan to approve the minutes of the February 2nd regular meeting as read. Second by Jackson. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 
Motion by Carpenter to approve the minutes of the February 9th municipal services committee meeting as read. Second by Dumas. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 
Motion by Dumas to approve the minutes of the February 9th financial committee meeting as read. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.

Public Comment: 
Carol Castleberry & Tim Seay addressed the council regarding their frozen water service line at Nature’s Best Berries & Blooms. They requested the council contact them with any feedback or assistance in determining the depth of the service line.
Angelle French inquired if the city of Walhalla would be interested in participating with the Pembina County JDA on a PACE loan for Wentworth Ag, and if approval could be given to use the tax exemption the city had previously awarded as the community match if allowed. Motion by Carpenter to approve using the tax exemption amount as a community match for the PACE loan and if that is not possible to have the city commit to a 50/50 match of the buydown with the Pembina County JDA. Second by Jackson. Roll call: Carpenter, yes; Jackson, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes. Motion passed.
[bookmark: _Hlk210742929]Motion by Horgan to approve the financial report. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 
Communications:  
Northeast Regional Water: The city was notified of a 3% increase in water rates as well as notification of a significant increase to take place in 2027. 
The Insulation Place: The city received notice of a delinquent bill incurred from a repair conducted in October to the Library roof. Cameron Loughary, the responsible party for the damage, was contacted at the time of the damage and informed the costs of repair would be his responsibility. The Insulation Place was contacted by the Lougharys ensuring payment would be made. Payment was not received and calls are not being returned. Motion by Dumas to pay the delinquent bill in the amount of $365.99. Second by Horgan. Roll call: Carpenter, yes; Jackson, no; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes. Motion passed.
NDDOT: The city was notified about an amendment to the Hwy 32 DOT lighting contract. The amendment would include the school zone and crosswalk beacons. Motion by Jackson to approve and sign the amendment. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed
W.D.D.A.: Motion by Carpenter to approve the use of the industrial park for the demolition derby on June 13th, 2026 with the requirement of proof of event insurance. Second by Jackson. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Discussion was held on a multi-year contract for use of the land for the event. The council was in agreement that should the land become not available for use the city would give adequate notice to allow the W.D.D.A. to hold a final event in the following year.
Committee Reports:
[bookmark: _Hlk187218280]Municipal Services, Building Permits, Streets, and Alleys:   Mr. DuBois reported that in his communication with the NDDEQ it is his understanding that the city of Walhalla does not have to update the lagoon to comply with the requirements that were implemented in 2014 as long as the city is not making improvements, changes, and does not have any suspected ground water contamination occurring. Discussion was held on purchasing of sewer televising and jetting equipment in the future with grant assistance available. Quotes for purchase of fire hydrants were reviewed. Motion by Jackson to participate in the Ironhide Municipality Yearly Trade Program for the skid steer. Second by Horgan. Roll call: Carpenter, yes; Jackson, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes. Motion passed. Motion by Carpenter to increase monthly utility rates per the reviewed proposal beginning with the March billings. Second by Jackson. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. The new rate structure will be as follows:
	Water Fixed
	$29.00
	
	Garbage Out of Town
	$25.20

	Water Use
	$7.02 per 1,000 Gal.
	
	Garbage 2yd Dumpster
	$41.00

	Maintenance Fee
	$12.00
	
	Garbage 3yd Dumpster
	$60.00

	City Infrastructure
	$0.14 per 1,000 Gal.
	
	Garbage 4yd Dumpster
	$81.00

	Sewer Fixed
	$11.00
	
	Garbage 6yd Dumpster
	$120.00

	Garbage Residential
	$21.25
	
	Garbage 8yd Dumpster
	$159.00

	Garbage Commercial
	$27.90
	
	
	



Police, Fire, and Traffic:  Nothing.
Financial & Economic Development Corp:  Motion by Horgan to have placed on the ballot at the June election the question of whether or not the city shall have the have the authority to increase city sales tax up to 1% for the purpose of funding the city’s share of the swimming pool construction project. With the increase to not exceed 10 years or until funds are paid back. Second by Dumas. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.

Board of Health, City Buildings, and Recreation: Discussion was held on loan options for acquiring the remaining funds for the swimming pool project rather than bonding. 

Motion by Carpenter to approve all bills presented with clarification on the billing from Langdon Prairie Health. Second by Jackson. Roll call: Carpenter, yes; Jackson, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes. Motion passed.
Old Business:  
 
-Sales Tax Ordinance: Motion by Horgan to approve the Second reading of Ordinance 2026-01. Second by Jackson. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Motion by Carpenter to enact Ordinance 2026-01. Second by Jackson. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.

-Floodplain Ordinance: Motion by Jackson to approve the second reading of Ordinance 2026-02. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Motion by Jackson to enact Ordinance 2026-02. Second by Horgan. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed

New Business:  Motion by Jackson to approve the disposal of utility billing records dated Dec 2016-Dec 2018  presented by the auditor. Second by Hogan. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed

Other Business: None

Motion by Jackson to adjourn. Second by Horgan All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned 9:04 P.M.
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