UNOFFICIAL MINUTES OF WALHALLA CITY COUNCIL
MEETING TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 08, 2026

Mayor Jackson called the regular meeting of the Walhalla City Council to order at 7:00 P.M., Tuesday September 08, 2026, at City Hall. 

Council Present: Mathison, Carpenter, Kalis, Horgan 
Council Absent: Dumas
Others Present: Justin Dearinger, Cory Mortensen, Phil Longtin, Jerry Gasparo, Chris Trupe, Larry DuBois, Auditor Cook.
Motion by Mathison to approve the minutes of the August 03rd regular meeting as read. Second by Horgan. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 
  
[bookmark: _Hlk210742929]Motion by Mathison to approve the financial report. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 
Communications:  
NDDOT: Discussion was held on questions relating to sidewalk right-of-way, waterline insulation, and pavement replacement during the upcoming Hwy 32 project. Motion by Mathison to allow the proposed Emmerling Circle Sidewalk to be partially on the city right-of-way. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Motion by Mathison to request that the waterlines and gate valves be insulated from frost during the culvert replacement process. Second by Horgan. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Motion by Mathison to accept the DOT standard for minimum pavement and base aggregate thickness for road replacement after culverts are installed. Second by Horgan.  All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 
ND Tax Dept: Questions regarding the sales tax ordinance were discussed. Mr. DuBois will reach out to the State Tax Dept. to clarify the ordinance. Motion by Horgan to conduct the first reading of an amendment to Ordinance 2026-04, replacing all sections referencing sales and use tax to now read sales, use, and gross receipts tax. Second by Mathison. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.
Walhalla Chamber of Commerce: Phil Longtin informed the council that Pumpkin Fest is still on schedule. However, the Chamber of Commerce no longer has a physical office, director hours have been minimized, and future activities will depend on volunteer availability.
Cory Mortensen:  Discussion was held on applications from Pembina County Deputies for part-time police officer shifts during their off hours. Motion by Mathison to hire Charles Fleming and Dontay Enno as part-time officers at a rate of $40.00 per hour and granting one-way travel time of 20 minutes, with  the positions not eligible for health insurance or retirement contributions. Second by Horgan. Roll Call: Mathison, yes; Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed. Motion by Carpenter to authorize up to 5 police shifts per week. Second by Mathison. Roll Call: Mathison, yes; Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed.

Committee Reports:
[bookmark: _Hlk187218280]Municipal Services, Building Permits, Streets, and Alleys:  Motion by Mathison to approve the building permit application submitted by Wentworth Ag. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Motion by Mathison to approve the building permit application submitted by Donavan and Nicole Renfro. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. A base rate minimum for replacing water meter frost plates will be set at next month’s meeting. Discussion was held on implementing a downtown improvement plan for replacing damaged sidewalks. A rate of $85.00 for on demand garbage pickup was set for the Walhalla Country Club. Motion by Horgan to purchase public sewer back-up and water main break coverage from NDIRF with a coverage limit of $10,000.00. Second by Mathison. Roll Call: Mathison, yes; Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed. Motion by Mathison to move forward with culvert replacements on Division St. Second by Horgan. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. An update was given on the status of fire hydrant replacement/repairs.

Police, Fire, and Traffic:  It was decided that the 2015 Ford Explorer police vehicle will have to be decommissioned prior to being advertised for sale. The current police vehicle will be stored in the firehall for the winter months. 
Financial & Economic Development Corp:  The Financial Committee plans to meet with Ed Jonas to discuss opportunities related to the Strengthen ND organization.

Board of Health, City Buildings, and Recreation: Mr. DuBois stated that the notice of order to the owner of 909 Emmerling Ave was ready. Discussion was held regarding having the building inspector return to complete the inspections of properties. Swimming pool financials were reviewed. Motion by Mathison to accept and sign the loan documents from the Rural Development Finance Corporation for up to $380,000.00, repayable over 10 years at 2% interest, with a 1% origination fee. Second by Horgan. Roll Call: Mathison, yes; Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed. Discussion was held on amending the animal ordinance to allow flexibility and enforcement in response to recent dog attacks. The Board of Health Committee will meet to discuss necessary revisions. Discussion was held regarding the use of a commercially zoned building as a residence and the occupation of a residence not connected to city water. Mr. DuBois will issue letters to the occupants notifying them of the ordinance violations. Discussion was held on issuing notifications for removal of dogs deemed vicious. Discussion was held regarding the city potentially purchasing vacant properties at the annual tax sale

Motion by Carpenter to approve all bills presented. Second by Mathison Roll Call: Mathison, yes; Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed.

Old Business:  
 
-Flag Pole Repair: The city works crew is waiting for Stateside Electric to complete repairs before replacing the flagpoles.
-Airport Authority: Motion by Mathison to appoint Jayden Rollness to the airport authority with a term expiring in 2029 and Scott Jackson with a term expiring in 2030. Second by Horgan. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.



 New Business:  
-Ordinance 2026-05: Motion by Horgan to have the first reading of Ordinance 2026-05 Relating to Disposal of Oil and Littering. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.

Other Business:  A recommendation was made to the City Superintendent to reserve the rental of the crack sealing equipment for Spring use. Discussion was held on filling the open council position. Interested parties are recommended to submit a letter of interest for consideration. 

Motion by Carpenter to adjourn. Second by Horgan. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned 8:47 P.M.
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